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The Takeovers Panel and Takeovers Regulation in Australia is the first detailed analysis 
of the Australian Takeovers Panel, which was established almost 20 years ago, as the 
primary forum for resolving disputes about a takeover bid. Although the first ten 
years of the Panel are regarded as unsuccessful (only four matters were considered 
by the Panel), since 2000, it has considered more than 300 matters. The Panel has 
played an important role in a number of very high profile takeovers, including the 
2007 attempted takeover of Qantas and is regarded as having made a very important 
contribution to the effective regulation of takeovers in Australia. 

Ian Ramsay brings together leading takeovers practitioners to consider the functions 
and powers of the Panel, explore why it was established, provide an assessment of its 
work, examine key issues, and discuss possible reforms that would make the Panel 
even more effective. 

Ian Ramsay is the Harold Ford Professor of Commercial Law at Melbourne Law 
School, University of Melbourne, where he is also Director of the Centre for 
Corporate Law and Securities Regulation. He has practised law with firms in New 
York and Sydney. He is a member of the Takeovers Panel, the federal government’s 
Corporations and Markets Advisory Committee, the Companies Auditors and 
Liquidators Disciplinary Board, the Australian Securities and Investments 
Commission External Advisory Panel, the Law Committee of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors and the Corporations Law Committee of the Law Council of 
Australia.
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